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WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) today announced that the House Appropriations Committee has approved more than $1 million for Community Transit Services (CTS), a non-profit public transportation provider, to continue and expand services and upgrade facilities in the North Quabbin region.   

   The committee approved $400,000 for CTS to continue its work to provide a Dial-A-Ride service in the North Quabbin and Winchendon region. The committee also approved $350,000 for CTS to repair the Athol intermodal facility, better known as the Athol train station, and purchase additional mini-buses to be used in the rural area along the Route 2 service area.   

   "There has always been a tremendous need for public transportation services in the North Quabbin region," Olver said. "While both the ridership and service area of Community Transit Services have increased considerably over time, there are still a lot of unmet transportation needs along the Route 2 corridor. This funding will build on the progress we have made in public transportation services in the region."   

   CTS created the Dial-A-Ride service two years ago in conjunction with the G-Link, a fixed-route system from Greenfield to Gardner and Winchendon operated by the Montachusett Area Regional Transit (MART) Authority and the Franklin Regional Transit Authority (FRTA). Dial-A-Ride operates seven days a week and 24 hours a day. Last year, these two transit systems provided more than 48,000 rides to residents in a rural region with a population of 50,000. The $400,000 earmark will allow CTS to continue providing Dial-A-Ride services.   

   The $350,000 in funding to repair the Northern Tier Intermodal Center in Athol would allow CTS pay for necessary electric, plumbing, roof and floor repairs to the building, an old train station which CTS purchased to use as its center of operations for Dial-A-Ride.   

   An earmark of $300,000 will allow CTS to purchase six additional mini-buses to be used for Dial-A-Ride. The service has been operating with four vehicles and has recently expanded its service area to include the towns of Phillipston and Templeton. CTS would use the new vehicles to expand services to include all of the towns between the Gardner/Winchendon area and Greenfield along the Route 2 corridor.   

   For more information, contact Fran Gramulski, director of CTS, at 978-575-9966, or Barbara Singleton, associate director of Community Transportation Association of America, at 202-661-0215.    
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